Intestinal Ischaemia. Adrian Marston pp 200 £10.95 Edward Arnold 1977 Just over a hundred years ago, Litten described the fatal outcome ofligation of the superior mesenteric artery in. the dog. Since then, the subject of intestinal ischaemia has been one of increasing fascination to surgeon, physician, pathologist and, more recently, radiologist as a whole range of clinical manifestations of lack of blood supply to the gut have become defined.
Mr Adrian Marston, surgeon at the Middlesex Hospital and a well known authority on intestinal ischaemia, has produced an interestingly written, fully documented and well illustrated monograph.
A description of the anatomy of the mesenteric circulation is followed by an account of the control and measurement of intestinal blood flow and of its experimental study. The clinical sections deal with acute intestinal ischaemia, 'intestinal angina', the coeliac axis compression syndrome, ischaemic colitis, ischaemic stricture of the small intestine and the rarer vascular lesions that may affect the bowel. The author takes us to the very limits of our present knowledge and points out where further studies are needed, for example, the aetiology of haemorrhagic infarction and the cause of 'nonocclusive' intestinal ischaemia. This is an important contribution to the subject and will appeal to the wide spectrum of specialists whose fields meet in the ischaemic bowel.
HAROLD ELLIS

Professor ofSurgery Westminster Medical School
Section Editor Section of Proctology A thorough examination is made of the hospital care and facilities available in that year. There then follow recommendations made by the group on the basis of their study; a chapter is devoted to the enabling legislation that was necessary in order to undertake the changes that they recommended. Finally, there is a short report on the services following the introduction of some of these changes.
The book is basically a medical administrative document which is concerned with the problems of an area that has little in common with the problems of the United Kingdom and the National Health Service. However, the book contains much that is relevant to the needs of those areas and countries where a privately owned ambulance and emergency care service exists.
All accident and emergency staff would do well to compare the staffing and facilities provided in their own department with the standards and facilities recommended by the authors in one ofthe valuable appendices to this book.
P G STABLEFORTH
Surgeon in Charge, Accident Department
Bristol Royal Infirmary In recent years renewed interest in the blood supply to the spinal cord and vertebral column has resulted in a spate of publications, such as those of Stevens & Stillwell, Gillilan, Turnbull, Domrnisse and others. Much of the information contained in them is repetitive and confirmatory but all have added a quantum of fresh knowledge to the vascular anatomy of these structures. The striking feature of this particular volume is the large number of coloured plates which provide vivid detail of the vesselsand the reproductions, as one would expect from a publication by Springer-Verlag. are of exquisite quality.
Although much of the anatomical detail is well known, it can be seen here more clearly and the course of the vessels followed more easily. The xray studies of the interosseous arteries of the vertebrae in both young and old are particularly instructive.
